
Management by the Leona Group

 The Leona Group AZ, L.L.C., a privately held company that operates public charter high schools in Arizona, manages Desert Hills High School.  The Group believes children succeed academically when they are given personal attention and when their needs are met as whole individuals.  The Leona Group takes pride in the differences among its managed schools.  Each school embraces its own philosophy of education based on its distinct student population.  Because of this, the organization is committed to allowing the school’s staff to make the best decisions possible to continuously improve teaching and learning at their sites.

General Information

Desert Hills High School offers students a high quality academic curriculum that is aligned with the Arizona State Academic Standards.  The curriculum is designed to provide all students with both the essentials and the opportunity for higher achievement.  Substantiation of a subject area’s academic standards is the responsibility of that department.  Because of its pursuit of academic excellence, the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools has accredited Desert Hills High School.
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination

 Desert Hills High School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability in admission to its programs, services, or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of their operations.  Desert Hills High School Career and Technical Education department does not discriminate in enrollment or access to any of the programs available which include Business Management and Administrative Services, and Agricultural Business Management - Agri Science.  Desert Hills High School also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices.
This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints, or requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designed compliance coordinators. 
Catalog

This course catalog is designed to enable all students to map out an Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) for their high school education that is best suited to their interests and goals.  
Courses Offered 2011--2012
This catalog lists the possible courses offered throughout the school year.  Although a course is listed, it might not be offered within the block or year, depending upon enrollment.

Course Credits

There are four blocks per school year. One-half unit of credit is given for each course passed within the block. One-half unit of credit might also be earned for 128 verifiable work hours. Students must be passing all classes and attend school full time to be eligible to receive the credit for work experience. 

Grade levels are based on the year of entry into the ninth grade.

	AZ University Entrance Requirements

	Subject
	Credit Requirement

	English
	4

	Mathematics
	4

	Science
	3

	Social Studies
	3

	Fine Arts
	1

	Foreign Language*
	2

	Elective
	3

	Total
	20

	General Graduation Requirements

Graduating Classes of 2012 

	Subject
	Credit Requirement

	English
	4

	Mathematics
	3

	Science
	2

	Social Studies
	3

	Fine Arts/Practical Arts
	1

	Foreign Language
	n/a

	Elective
	7

	Total
	20


[image: image4.emf]
Desert Hills High School requires the minimum state mandated courses and credits for graduation as set forth by the Arizona State Board of Education and the Arizona State Board of Regents respectively. Please note that these guidelines are the minimum requirements, and that the Arizona State Board of Education and the Arizona State Board of Regents have established an increasing graduation requirement scale for the classes of 2012. The charts above outline the changes to the minimum graduation requirements for the classes of 2009-2011 and the class of 2012. 

Since Entrance requirements vary greatly from in state colleges and out of state colleges, students who are college bound should carefully consider high school course selections and investigate college entrance requirements with our Academic Services Director.
Grade Replacement Option (GRO)
The Grade Replacement Option (GRO) allows students who wish to retake a Core class in order to receive a higher grade. Students must follow these steps.
-
The students must present a written request stating that they would like to GRO a Core 
class.  The grade will not be changed unless a written request is made. 
-
The replacement course will stay on the student's transcript if the student receives a 
lower grade in the repeated class. 

-
If the student receives a higher grade in the repeated course the higher grade will replace 
the previous lower grade. 

English Department
Freshman English 9a & 9b

Grades: 9,  2 Blocks,   1 cr.
These courses promote reading, writing, speech, and language concepts. English 9a focuses on the concepts of composition and writing, the writing process, the six traits, and development of speech and language communication skills.  English 9b focuses on understanding of literary elements through literature study and review of universal themes.

Sophomore English 10a & 10b

Grades: 10,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.
These courses enhance the students’ ability in the writing, research and presentation process, as well as develop their understanding for analysis of literature.  Critical thinking and reading skills are improved through the study and appreciation of literature and its components.  Proficiency in style, grammar, usage and mechanics is emphasized.  A primary focus of Sophomore English is to prepare students for the State AIMS test in writing and reading.
Junior English 11a & 11b

Grades: 11,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.
These courses explore ideas and themes by notable American authors. Literary analysis is applied primarily toward non-fiction writing such as speeches and essay by American authors, with supplemental study of fictional works.   Modes of rhetorical and expository writing with the study of American literature are integrated into coursework.  Students demonstrate speaking and listening skills by participating in class discussions, impromptu activities and formal presentations.  Students will also learn the steps of researching a topic and preparing a final paper.




Senior English 12a & 12b

Grades: 12,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.
These courses focus on the students’ understanding and appreciation of classical and contemporary literature from around the world by reading a variety of literary genre and critical analyses.  Students demonstrate speaking and listening skills by participating in class discussions, impromptu activities and formal presentations.  Students will write critical essays and personal responses to the literature.  Students will also learn the steps of researching a topic and preparing a final paper. Grammar proficiency, documentation and research skills are emphasized.
Fantasy Literature: 
Grades: 9-12, 1 Block,  ½ cr.  
A 9th and 10th grade literature course focusing on the elements of literature and literary analysis through discussion and written expression using literature from the Fantasy genre including poetry, short stories, and novels. Reading and writing skills will be developed to address the Arizona State reading and writing standards for the ninth and tenth grade. Supplemental reading material including informational, expository, and persuasive in regards to the fantasy genre will also be included. 
This class counts as Eng 9B or Eng 10B
English Concepts

Prerequisite: None

Grades: 11-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course is for students to improve composition and reading skills needed to pass the AIMS proficiency requirements in their junior or senior year. It gives students time to read and write with immediate feedback with teacher guidance and monitoring. 
English Honors & Advanced Placement

Honors Sophomore English A & B 
Grades: 10,  2 Blocks, 1 cr.
These courses are divided into composition mastery for the A section, and literary analysis for the B section.  The focus is on advancing composition and literary analysis skills for mastery of Arizona 10th grade writing and reading standards at the Exceed level, and as preparation for AP language and literature. SAT vocabulary and MLA are also emphasized for these college prep courses. 

AP English Language and Composition

Grades: 11,  2 Blocks,  1 cr. 
AP Language and Composition-English 11 is a full two-block course which, along with meeting AP College Board standards, meets the Arizona Standards for 11th grade English. As such, American Literature will be the primary focus of the course, but literature from around the world may be included.  AP Language and Composition-English 11 is a course designed to resemble a college-level composition course. Actual college credit is earned only if the student takes the AP exam in May, receives a score of 4 or better, and attends a college that accepts the AP exam score for college credit. The choice of texts is based on the representative authors list found therein, and will emphasize the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional communication. This course has been audited and approved with the Advance Placement designation by the AP College Board.
AP English Literature and Composition

Grades: 12,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.
AP Literature and Composition-English 12 is a full two-block course which, along with meeting AP College Board standards, meets the Arizona Standards for 12th grade English. As such, British and world literature will be the primary focus of the course, but literature from America may be included.  AP Literature and Composition-English 12 is a course designed to resemble a college-level literature and composition course. Actual college credit is earned only if the student takes the AP exam in May, receives a score of 4 or better, and attends a college that accepts the AP exam score for college credit. The choice of texts is based on the representative authors from various genres and periods, concentrating works of recognized literary merit focusing on structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Emphasis is placed on spending quality time in intensive reading, interpretation, analysis, and evaluation or literature, not on extensive quantity of literature.   This course has been audited and approved with the Advance Placement designation by the AP College Board.
Math Department

Math Topics 1-2 
Grades: 9-12,  2 Blocks,  1 cr. (Equivalent to Algebra I)
Students in this course will study algebraic concepts.  The topics will include problem solving, sets, linear equations, graphing, and operations with polynomials, factoring, sets, linear equations, graphing, and operations with polynomials.

Math Topics 3-4 

Prerequisite: Math topics 1-2  
Grades: 9-12,  2 Blocks,   1 cr.  (Equivalent to Geometry)
Students in this course will continue the investigation of the concepts of Math Topics 1-2.  The course will emphasize critical thinking skills in math and problem solving skills.  Concepts to be covered include matrices, vectors, proofs and three-dimensional graphs. 

Math Topics 5-6 

Prerequisite: Math Topics 3-4

Grades: 9-12,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.  (Equivalent to Geometry or Algebra II)
This course is designed to give students a survey of the topics in mathematics beyond Algebra. Course work includes exponential, logarithmic, polynomial, rational, and trigonometric functions. Each of these topics lay the foundation for Precalculus and Calculus. Algebra continues to be integrated throughout the course with an emphasis on real-world modeling.
Pre Calculus A-B
Prerequisite: Math Topics 5-6 (Equivalent to Trigonometry, Analysis)
Grades: 9-12,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.
Pre-Calculus blends the concepts and skills that must be mastered before enrollment in a college-level calculus course. The course includes the study of relations and functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, trigonometry in triangles, trigonometric functions, trigonometric identities and equations, polar coordinates, sequences and series, and data analysis.
Math Concepts

Grades: 11-12  1 Block ½ cr.
This course is designed to fill the gaps in each of the student’s math skills as based on the AIMS test standards. Weak areas of math topics are identified through review of State test scores for concentrated instruction.  The course allows students to master each area of math topics.  The format of the topics follows the Arizona State Standards.  The objective is to raise all standardized math test scores.  Test taking techniques are addressed.  Simulated tests are used. Students who do not meet the AIMS math  requirements may be placed into this course .
Math Lab 
Grades: 9-12, 1 Blocks,  ½ cr. 
The math lab will be used to supplement math courses or to provide preparation and support for math achievement.  Student programs will be individualized according to entrance diagnostic testing to focus personalized instruction on areas needing improvement.
“Junior Math”: Probability and Statistics A and B  

Grades: 11-12 1 Block ½ cr.

Prerequisites: Math Topics 1, Math Topics 2, Math Topics 3 and Math Topics 4 (or equivalent Math coursework). 

The Probability and Statistics course is offered to students who have successfully completed Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry. The purpose of the Probability and Statistics course is to develop the ability to think clearly, logically and critically within mathematical and non-mathematical situations. Students will acquire an understanding of probability and statistics through mathematical formulas, and the organization/examination of data. Students will apply probability and statistics concepts through class activities and projects. 

Science Department

Integrated Science A & B
Grades: 9, 2 Blocks, 1 cr.

The Integrated Science courses are designed to develop a general understanding of high school science. The class has a strong focus on use of vocabulary, understanding content, and developing needed skills. Integrated Science A covers the following topics: Science investigation, analyzing and communicating data, cell structure and function, processing energy for life, DNA and protein synthesis.  Integrated Science B reviews the science inquiry topics from Integrated Science A and adds the following topics: Evolution and natural selection, relationships on the tree of life, abiotic cycles in the biosphere, energy and ecosystems. 
Biology A & B (Applied Biological Systems)
Grades: 10,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.
This course is a laboratory-based study of living organisms and their interactions with their environment.  Major topics include cell function, human anatomy, all body systems, healthful living, and genetics.  This course will include dissection.

This course may be taken for a credit as a part of the agriculture four year plan. 

Plant Science

Grades: 10-12, 2 Blocks, 1 credit

Pre-request – Biology preferred  

This course will illustrate how important plants are to our society. Students will learn about plant evolution and classification of plants. This course will also give students an understanding of specific processes plants use to survive, reproduce and adapt to their environments. Students will gain a detailed understanding of the structures found in many plants and the functions that are carried out by these structures. We will compliment students understanding of Cellular Respiration covered in Biology A with an in depth look at Photosynthesis. We will also be exploring the complex life cycles of plants and the many different methods plants use to reproduce. The course concludes with a look at how plants respond and interact with their environment. Many of the examples we explore will relate to our society and agricultural issues. This focus will help students to apply these topics to their everyday life and will open their eyes to a much larger and interconnected world than they have seen before.

This course may be taken for science credit or as part of the agriculture four year plan.

Chemistry A and B

Grades:  11,12 1 Block ½ cr.

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in Math Topics 3-4, Lab Biology.

This course examines the composition of various substances and the changes they can go through.  The periodic table and simple compounds are covered as well as the basics of Chemistry.  It emphasizes proper procedures in laboratory and lab write-ups. It is recommended for those students who plan to enter junior colleges and/or who plan to pursue university level science courses. 
Social Studies Department

World History A & B
Prerequisite: None

Grades: 9-10,  2 Block,  1 cr.
This course will develop research skills, and geographic concepts relating to historical events will be emphasized. World History A will explore the development of civilizations from the Renaissance through World War I.  World History B will explore the development of civilizations from post World War I to the present.  

American/Arizona History A & B
Prerequisite: None

Grades: 11,  2 Blocks,   1 cr.
This course will examine the colonization of American, American and Arizona Indian cultures, the Southwest, the birth of the American Republic, and the causes and events of the Civil War, and will identify major themes in American and Arizona history from the industrialization of American, the settlement of the West, urbanization, organized labor, the Progressive Movement, imperialism, and World War One.
American Government 

Prerequisite: None

Grades: 12,   1 Block,  ½ cr.
This course is designed to provide the students with a basic understanding of the foundation and organization of government.  Emphasis is placed on the history of government, principles of government, the three branches of government, rights and responsibilities of American citizenship and local government of Arizona.
Economics
Prerequisite:  None

Grades: 12,  1 Block,  ½ cr.
This course familiarizes the student with the essentials of the free enterprise system, and other economic systems of the world.   Included are the principles of supply and demand, and the economic problems of resource allocation.  Emphasis is placed on the economic skills necessary for real life applications.

Foreign Language 
Spanish 1 & 2 

Prerequisite: None

Grades: 9-12,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of the Spanish language, emphasizing basic vocabulary, sentence structure, and grammar.  Students will begin to develop an appreciation for Spanish and Latin American cultures through studies of Spanish-speaking countries.  This course will also prepare students for further study in Spanish.

Spanish 3 & 4 

Prerequisite: Spanish 1 - 2
Grades: 9-12,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.

This course continues to develop the students’ application of language skills and understanding of cultural ideals.  Students will continue to build vocabulary and learn complex sentence structure.  Oral presentation and conversation skills are emphasized.  Students will be able to demonstrate an intermediate level of written expression.  Students also continue to review and maintain level one skills.  More in depth study of Spanish and Latin American culture is explored.
Fine Arts & Career and Technical Education Electives
Agricultural Studies
Intro to Agriculture A & B (Intro to Applied Biological Systems)
Grades: 9-12,  2 Blocks, 1 cr.
Students will study business in agriculture.  They will learn about the marketplace in agriculture and record keeping.  Agricultural finances will be discussed and further leadership development through FFA.  This course is designed to deliver the competencies associated with management of plant or animal production enterprise.  

This course may be taken for a credit as a part of the agriculture four year plan. 

Biology A & B (Applied Biological Systems)
Grades: 10,  2 Blocks,  1 cr.
This course is a laboratory-based study of living organisms and their interactions with their environment.  Major topics include cell function, human anatomy, all body systems, healthful living, and genetics.  This course will include dissection.

This course may be taken for a credit as a part of the agriculture four year plan. 

Landscaping

Grades: 11-12, 2 Blocks, 1 credit

Students will learn the production and management of horticulture plans. Greenhouse management, hydroponics management, turf and landscape management and installation, landscape equipment, and biotechnology are also part of the course. Students will be prepared to produce, process, and market plants, shrubs and trees. They will also learn to establish, maintain, and manage horticulture enterprises. FFA activities are emphasized, and approved supervised agriculture experience is required.

This course may be taken for a credit as part of the agriculture four year plan.
Plant Science

Grades: 10-12, 2 Blocks, 1 credit

Pre-request – Biology preferred  

This course will illustrate how important plants are to our society. Students will learn about plant evolution and classification of plants. This course will also give students an understanding of specific processes plants use to survive, reproduce and adapt to their environments. Students will gain a detailed understanding of the structures found in many plants and the functions that are carried out by these structures. We will compliment students understanding of Cellular Respiration covered in Biology A with an in depth look at Photosynthesis. We will also be exploring the complex life cycles of plants and the many different methods plants use to reproduce. The course concludes with a look at how plants respond and interact with their environment. Many of the examples we explore will relate to our society and agricultural issues. This focus will help students to apply these topics to their everyday life and will open their eyes to a much larger and interconnected world than they have seen before.

This course may be taken for science credit or as part of the agriculture four year plan.

Business Education 

Business Technology I & II 
Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course is the recommended first course in the Business Management and Administrative Services (BMAS) comprehensive program. It will assist students in acquiring the knowledge and ability to use computers for personal and business applications. Students will learn and apply necessary skills to be successful in high school, college, and the work place. Focus is placed on learning to communicate by creating business documents using the Internet and Microsoft Office Suite technology including word processing, spreadsheets, database software, and graphics presentations. Students will have the opportunity to join FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America). 

Introduction to Business  
Grades: 10-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course provides an introduction to today’s business environment. Students learn and apply knowledge and consumer skills for successful transition into the work force. Units of study include:  career exploration using student self assessments, job searching techniques, employability skills, resume writing, interviewing, business/workplace ethics, and salary and benefits. Problem solving and decision making skills will be applied to business role-play situations. Written and oral business communication skills will also be emphasized. Virtual Business Management software will be introduced and utilized. Students are encouraged to become active members of FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) to enhance business experiences.

Entrepreneurship
Grades: 10-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course provides an introduction to the study of small business ownership. Students will study leadership through management, marketing, pricing, and development of a business plan. They will use the Virtual Business Retailing computerized simulation to start their own retail business and learn to run it in an “ultra-fun, ultra-real” environment. They will also compete against each other using the Virtual Business Retailing software. Students will also work with the Junior Achievement Economics program. Students are encouraged to become active members of FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) to enhance business experiences.

Business Management & Operations 
Grades: 11-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course is a combination of “on-the-job” training and classroom experiences. It is intended for students pursuing employment in the retail sector of business. Students will gain occupational experience and employment skills in real-world business situations. They will be responsible for operating a profitable student store, the Cougar Den. Units of study include:  marketing, buying and pricing, receiving, inventory, cash handling and accounting basics, customer service, business policies and procedures, security and loss prevention, management roles and skills, and careers in retail.  Virtual Business software will be used extensively. Students should become active members in FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) to enhance business experiences.

Business Management & Operations - Dual Enrollment
(Prerequisite: Student must have received a passing score on all 
AIMS tests) Grades: 11-12, 1 Block, ½ cr. 
This course describes the characteristics and activities of current local, national, and international business.  Students are able to enroll, for a fee, in earning 3 college credits.  Units of study include: Risk and Profit, Economics, Competition in Global Markets, Ethics, Business Ownership, Resource Management, Marketing and Finance.  This course is for students who plan on going to study business, Management, entrepreneurship, or marketing. 
Computer Wizardry

Grades: 11-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This is a course which focuses on the use of technology in the workplace. Digital cameras, scanners, and the Internet as an office tool for communication will be used. Students will gain experience in design and creation of web sites using HTML to produce the pages. They will also acquire skills in the conceptualization, writing and layout of professional-looking publications such as flyers, newsletters, and brochures. Students should become active members of FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) to enhance business experiences.

Accounting 
Grades: 11-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course covers the fundamentals of keeping accurate financial records for business. It provides an introduction to the field of accounting for those anticipating post-secondary education in business, accounting, finance, banking, or marketing. In addition to recording daily transactions, the preparation of fiscal-ending financial statements is covered. Computerized accounting is introduced using brief problems and a short unit on the accounting cycle. Students should become active members of FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) to enhance business experiences.

Accounting Principles- Dual Enrollment

(Prerequisite: Student must have received a passing score on all AIMS  tests)

Grade 11-12, 1 Block 1/2 cr. 

Students have the opportunity to take this course for dual credit and earn 3 college credits in conjunction with Chandler Gilbert Community College.  Accounting is one of the courses required for all students continuing their education in business after high school.  Students learn the fundamental theory of accounting principles and procedures.  Units of study include:  accepted accounting principles, analyzing, journalizing, and posting transactions, debits and credits, financial statements, accrual and cash basis of accounting, eight column worksheet including adjusting, closing, and reversing entries, special journals and subsidiary ledgers, petty cash, bank reconciliations, personal income taxes and much more. 
Advanced Accounting 

(Prerequisite:  Grade of C or better in Accounting)
Grades: 11-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course is a continuation of Accounting. The material covered further enhances a student’s potential for post-secondary study in business and it is strongly recommended for anyone considering the possibility of owning and operating his/her own business. The entire accounting cycle is brought together by completing a simulation for a sole proprietorship service business. Time is spent on hands-on activities teaching students how to prepare federal and state tax forms. Career opportunities will be investigated as well. Computerized accounting is used heavily in this course. Students should become active members of FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) to enhance business experiences.
Personal Finance
(Prerequisite:  Grade level 12 or consent of instructor)  1 Block 1/2 cr.
This course provides students with basic consumer knowledge.  Students will develop personal and business financial skills, which encourage financial responsibility as a student, citizen, family member, consumer, and employee.  They will learn how to make proper decisions to control their personal financial destiny. Students will study topics including understanding income, purchasing power, money management, banking procedures, spending and credit, saving and investing, renting a residence, purchasing a car, insurance, and careers. Guest speakers will be invited to share their knowledge.  

Fine Arts

Art I

Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

This course provides an overview of 2 dimensional design, drawing, painting and color theory and introduces the student to art at the high school level.  The students will have the opportunity to work with as many mediums as possible including: graphite, charcoal, pen and ink, water colors, tempra, acrylics, clay, paper Mache and plaster wrap.  The main focus of the class will be learning the elements and principles of art which is the language of art.
This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Art II

(Preferred requirement, Art I) 

Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ credit
This course builds on knowledge obtained from Art I.  We continue to define the language of the visual arts through art history, criticism, and art production.  Students will begin to develop their drawing skills through activities such as gridding and view finders.  Students will begin to build a foundation of basic painting skills that are aimed at creating better brush dexterity and knowledge of paint manipulation.

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Art III

(Preferred requirement, Art I or Art II)

Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

This course is intended for the student who really wishes to develop their drawing skills.  Learning to draw not only builds confidence but is an essential skill in any of the visual art disciplines.  This course is not only for the student wishing to become a better artist but also for the student wishing to possibly pursue art as a career.  Students will be expected to purchase a simple sketch book as there will be daily sketch book assignments.  Final grade will consist of 3 main areas: sketch book, in class participation, and attendance.

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Art IV

(Preferred requirement, Art I, Art II, or Art III)

Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

This course is intended for the student wishing to pursue art as a career or has a real interest in drawing and painting.  Students will begin to develop their own artistic voice.  The students at this point will begin to have some responsibility over their own artistic growth.   What artist or art interests them? What is their favorite media to work in? Final grade for this class will be mainly from four areas: sketch book, classroom participation, attendance, and a research paper or written critiques.  

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Advanced Studies in Art I

(Prerequisite: 1 year of Art or at least 2 classes of Art)

Grades: 10-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

This course is broken down into two units of intense study: drawing, and painting/color theory.  Students are expected to maintain a portfolio and a sketch book.  A research paper about a historical figure in art or a contemporary artist is expected as part of the final grade.  This class is to help students develop the confidence in using drawing and painting as a primary medium for artistic expression.

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Advanced Studies in Art II

(Prerequisite: 1 year of Art or at least 2 classes of Art)

Grades: 10-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

As in Advanced Studies in Art I, the main portion of the students final grade will consist of a sketch book, a portfolio, and a research paper.   The students will have the opportunity to choose their area of study for this class- either painting or drawing.  The instructor and the student together will chart the course of study.  At least five or six completed major works will be required by the end of the block.  It is strongly recommended to take Advanced Studies in Art I and II if the student plans on pursuing  art after high school.

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Folk Arts and Crafts A & B

Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

Folk arts and crafts is a course that will investigate the basic question: What is folk art?   We will investigate this question by visiting  various cultures in Panama, Japan, the  Namibia culture in Africa, ancient Greeks and Romans.  We will also travel to and do projects from Turkey, Ireland, the Hopi of the southwest America, the Mayan of Central America, Mali, India, Tibet, and China.

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Sculpture

Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

This class seeks to expand the students understanding of design theory as is relates to the three dimensional world.  Working primarily in paper, clay, and plaster, we will explore concepts of modularity, relief, contour, structure, symmetry and asymmetry as they relate to the study of forms in nature.  We will examine the function of space, volume, mass, plane, and line.  Sculptural issues will be explored through the solution of design problems.

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.

Visual Journaling 
Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
Visual journaling is a creative way to express and record life’s experiences, feelings, emotional reactions, or our inner world – visually and verbally.  Essentially, visual journaling can become a potential key to the art of making progress. By committing to the visual journaling process, one can learn how to access his/her inner language of imagery and express it both visually and verbally, while exploring the connection between image and world.  Students will make their own journal for this class and have an opportunity to express themselves in a variety of media in a non-judgmental environment.  

This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.
General Electives

Personal Fitness
Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.
This course provides the student with the opportunity to try different physical activities, while learning proper technique and form. Proper nutrition is also taught in this class.  Activities include – Racquetball, Volleyball, Weight Training, Boxing, Soccer, Basketball and Conditioning.

(Pass/Fail only)
This class can be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.
Career Exploration
Grades: 9-12,  1 Block,  ½ cr

Career Explorations is a course designed to introduce students to the world of work.  This course is made up of two main parts.  The first is self-exploration, which is discovering who you are and what you want.  The second is the exploration of what the world has to offer in the ways of jobs and careers.  Through a variety of processes such as reading, discussing, use of computer technology and research, we will attempt to find out what things in life you are most passionate about. We will also explore what qualifications, education and training are required for various occupations.  We will address personal economics, consumerism, lifestyles, and personal behaviors as they relate to careers.  
This class may be repeated for credit, but not for grade change
This is a required class for DHHS 
Focus

Grades: 9-12, 1 Block, ½ cr.

The class is designed to foster personal growth through developmental activities, empowering students with the competencies necessary to lead in various situations. We focus specifically on developing leadership skills, improving communication, career exploration, and fostering lasting relationships to ensure a successful high school experience.
This is a required course at DHHS 
Choices

Grades: 11-12, 1 Block, ½ credit

This elective course is designed to educate students on the dangers of drug and alcohol use including the physical, mental and social consequences that are connected with substance use.   In addition to drug and alcohol education, this class will educate students in the areas of self image, suicide prevention,  coping skills, healthy relationships  and decision making skills.  Through the use of activities, games, class discussions, videos, role playing, research and final presentations, students will learn to use assertive communication and will make more informed and educated decisions regarding many social issues they are presented with daily.     

This class can be repeated for credit, but not for grade change.


*An NCA Accredited School
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